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that writing a letter is an achievement that appeals to a
parent and is, indeed, sometimes taught more or less
informally at home. It has thus a homely association,
and because it demands rather less in the way of ordered
arrangement, and draws on more intimate and personal
subject-matter than the more formal essay to which
pupils have been accustomed, it provides the pupil in the
vernacular a congenial and easy passage way to harder
and more exacting forms of composition. In the case
of the foreign language, English, this advantage scarcely
applies; for the pupil has advanced to other forms of
composition in the vernacular by the time he is capable
of writing letters in English, and a letter in a foreign
language has a less homely appeal than a letter in the
mother tongue. It is altogether a more artificial affair.
The practice of setting pupils to write letters in English
is thus without this justification, and as a general
training in written composition should be given up, if
only for the reason that it encourages the very indul-
gence in random expression of thought that it is the
teacher's business to counteract. But this does not
exclude from the teacher's duties that of habituating the
pupil to the common forms of English correspondence', which
they will be expected to observe when they come to
write letters in English as college students, clerks in
offices, or in other walks in life. But for this purpose it
is not necessary to go beyond direction and practice in
the English conventions. The letters written should be
the briefest that will serve this purpose—to write at
length is to diverge from the object in view.
Besides observing the English conventions as regards
the writer's address, the date, and the opening and
closing salutations and signature, there should also be
practice in addressing envelopes^ and if it is desired to
familiarize the pupil with the difference in the tone of an
English and an Indian letter, with the comparative
restraint in emotional expression and in polite ceremony
which marks the ordinary English private correspondf
•ence, samples of letters in English and vernacular may
Ibe compared. But it is a question whether the Indian
pupil should be expected to take over the English manner
with the English .language in his private correspondence.

